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COMMENT 
Crisis 
brings 
out the 
best in us 


REx MURPHY 


anada, and indeed the 
(Veena has not faced 

an emergency like the 
current one since the Span- 
ish flu epidemic of just over 
100 years ago. So it is ex- 
tremely natural that people 
share considerable anxiety 
over its present and future 
impact. 

We know we have greater 
technological and medical 
resources now, and we also 
know the world has shrunk, 
making the possibility of the 
virus’s transmission both 
more swift and more diffi- 
cult to contain. Modernity, 
in this, as in so many other 
things, is a coin of two faces. 

We can rely on our med- 
ical professionals to give us 
their best advice, and most 
of us will heed it. From gov- 
ernments, while there will be 
initial stumbles — how could 
there not be at the beginning 
of something so momentous 
and affecting so many? — we 
can, with reasonable trust, 
anticipate that they will do 
their best for the citizens 
they are there to serve. 

We all have the right to ex- 
pect that the normal shout- 
ing and sniping of day-to- 
day politics will be put quite 
aside. There should be a full 
exorcism of the ridiculous 
excesses of partisanship. 
When people are anxious on 
a matter so vast and serious 
as a pandemic, party politics 
as such should complete- 
ly clear the stage. The best 
people of all parties should, 
formally or informally, be 
invited to engage in the re- 
sponse, and questions of 
credit or blame left till the 
crisis ends. 

See MURPHY on A5 
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RESTAURANT 
OWNERS IN 
SHOCK AS 
SHUTDOWNS 
TAKE HOLD. 
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TRAVEL 
RESTRICTIONS 
CUT OFF 
SEASONAL 
LABOUR, 
THREATENING 
FRUITAND 
VEGETABLE 
HARVESTS. 
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PIERO CRUCIATTI / AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES 


A medical worker tends to a patient inside a coronavirus intensive care unit in Italy. 


The vulnerable, 
the unthinkable 


SHARON KIRKEY 


Within four to five weeks, doctors in Canada 
could be grappling with the kind of grim moral 
choices facing doctors in Italy, where it is be- 
ing proposed that only COVID-19 patients who 
have the greatest chance of survival and those 
with the most years of potential life left get ac- 
cess to precious ICU beds and ventilators. 
Some of the nation’s leading infectious dis- 
eases and critical care doctors say that Canada 
needs to prepare for a total saturation of inten- 
sive care resources, and begin discussing the 
once unthinkable: Which patients should get 
routed to the ICU and, of those who could hypo- 
thetically benefit, who should be left behind? 
See RATION on A6 
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Health care workers speak with an elderly woman at a 
COVID-19 assessment centre in London, Ont. 


The sum 
ofall 
fears 

PANDEMIC MATH 


‘Exponential’ 
implications 


JOSEPH BREAN 


Barely a few days ago, the 
word “exponentially” was 
one of those words, like “lit- 
erally,” that has been mis- 
used so much there is no 
point in objecting anymore. 
It is usually best understood 
to just mean “fast.” 

But now it is on the lips 
of politicians around the 
world, as they try to accur- 
ately convey the potential 
of a pandemic viral disease, 
and they are using it cor- 
rectly as its literal meaning 
becomes horrifyingly clear. 
“Exponential” growth does 
not mean “fast,” it means 
“ever faster.” 

See MATH on A6 


Bureaucrats paid to stay home 


CHRISTOPHER NARDI 


OTTAWA œe Thousands of 
federal bureaucrats who 
were told to work from home 
as a result of the COVID-19 
virus are not actually work- 
ing because their internet 


servers can’t handle more 
than “essential” government 
services. 

Since Monday, most fed- 
eral departments are asking 
staff who were sent home to 
stay off internal servers if 
they aren’t working on core 


or critical services. That’s 
because most ministries 
have significant limitations 
on how many people can 
simultaneously access work 
servers from outside the of- 
fice. 
See VACATION on A4 
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No end in 
sight, leaders 
acknowledge 

as Europe seals 
its borders 


Ryan TUMILTY 


OTTAWA œ Prime Minis- 
ter Justin Trudeau braced 
Canadians for a long period 
of sacrifice Tuesday, saying 
he did not know when the 
COVID-19 outbreak would 
end. 

“We don’t know exact- 
ly how long this is going to 
take, whether it takes weeks 
or months, but we know 
that every step of the way we 
will be there to support each 
other; that’s what Canadians 
do,” he said. 

The prime minister’s stark 
assessment came as the out- 
break worsened globally and 
the magnitude of the crisis 
became clearer. 

In the U.S., President 
Donald Trump said it could 
be July or August before the 
crisis was over. “We are look- 
ing at saving the maximum 
number of lives. Everything 
else will come back, lives do 
not come back,” the presi- 
dent said Tuesday. 

Europe was now the epi- 
centre of the pandemic that 
had claimed 5,000 lives 
around the world, “a tragic 
milestone,’ the World Health 
Organization said. 

France put its 67 million 
people under lockdown 
on Tuesday, as that coun- 
try’s death toll reached 148 
people. 

Italy’s prime minister 
declared coronavirus a 
“socio-economic tsunami” as 
European leaders agreed to 
seal off external borders and 
unveil economic stimulus to 
cushion the fallout from the 
infection’s rapid spread. The 
country was also planning to 
rush 10,000 student doctors 
into service. 

In Canada, Ontario and 
Alberta both declared states 
of emergency Tuesday. On- 
tario saw its first death from 
the virus. 

See TRUDEAU on A4 
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